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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
PURSUANT TO 37 CFR § 1.97(c) and (e)(2) 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

The Examiner's attention is directed to the references which are listed on the attached 
Form PTO/SB/08A. A copy of the non-U. S. patent reference is enclosed. Citation of these 
references is respectfully requested. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(c) and (e)(2), the undersigned hereby certifies that no 
item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application and, to the 
knowledge of the undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual 
designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 




I, Leslie Rector, hereby certify that this correspondence is being 

deposited with the US Postal Service as first class mail in an 

envelope addressed to Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on the date of my signature. 



Signature 

Date ot Signature /I / 



The German Patent application DE 351894 Al depicts a metal bar with various apertures 
and channels, the metal bar being used to connect and reinforce a metal framing structure (See 
FIG. 1-9). 

No concession is made that these documents are prior art, and Applicant expressly 
reserves the right to antedate the documents as may be appropriate. 
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Examiner 
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U.S. Patent Document Number 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Date of Publication of Cited 
Document 






1,056,955 


Stamm 


03/25/1913 






1,123,107 


Darr 


12/29/1914 






4,290,638 


Manning 


09/22/1981 






4,329,826 


Flogaus et al 


05/18/1982 






5,042,219 


Fricker 


08/27/1991 






5,431,368 


Wilde 


07/11/1995 






5,852,907 


Tobin et al 


12/29/1998 






6,233,883 


Artdon 


05/22/2001 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 




Country 
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Foreign Patent Document 
Number 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of Cited 
Document 
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Abstract 






DE 


3 515 894 


Smitka 


11/06/1986 
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Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information 
Officer. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 023 1 . 

DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



